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This dictionary addresses especially readers 
interested in history of art and theology. 
It introduces a representative selection of 
150 saints that are organized in groups 
according to their character. 
 
Among these, there are martyrs, mystics 
and visionaries, emeritus and convent 
founders, but also soul savers, ascetics and 
converted people. All holies are described 
with the help of meaningful picture 
examples.  
 
Every entry names the day of the 
enshrinement and informs about written 
sources, vita, iconography and attributes 
before more image examples and literature 
references follow. Furthermore, all groups 
of saints are introduced by an essay about 
canonisation, liturgy and picture theology. 
 
All together, the book offers a 
comprehensive cultural history of the 
veneration of saints and of the use of 
images from early Christianity until the 
present. 
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Does culture without a writing system 
exist? Was the invention of the printing 
press really a “media revolution”? And do 
we experience the end of script culture 
today?  
 
These are only a few questions Peter Stein 
tries to answer in his exciting work about 
cultural history. It reports comprehensively 
about the history of scriptures, writing 
tools and teaching, about book trade, 
libraries and journalism, about readers and 
non-readers, but also about technical 
inventions in different epochs. 
 
This book gives a good overview from the 
first writing attempts until the usage today 
and shows how we can face the challenge 
of the new media in future. 
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Around 1500, when traveling became more 
comfortable, artists began to go on journeys 
which also influenced their works 
significantly. 
 
This book begins with the exciting story of 
art history on 16 stages, from over five 
centuries and from all over the world, e.g. 
Bellini, Albrecht Dürer, Giovanni Lorenzo 
Bernini, Maria Sybilla Merian, William 
Hodges and Paul Klee.  
In vivid portrayals, forms and functions of 
the artists´ journeys are being presented in a 
thorough and entertaining fashion. 
 
Hence, motives, possibilities and limits of 
artistical freedom and the creation of new 
“images of the world” are made 
recognizable. 
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Why is Goethe still so important for 
our culture? 
 
For the first time, this biography shows 
that Goethe’s written concepts of his 
life examine key problems of the 
modern human being. Thus, we can 
still see the world through the eyes of 
Goethe. 
 
Bernd Hamacher interprets Goethe’s 
concepts of life as a crisis- and disaster-
management of the modern life. The 
main topics are Goethe’s parents, his 
upbringing, differences between male 
and female, man and history, man and 
nature. 
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Works like „musical victim“, the „Eroica”, 
„Tristan and Isolde, the “Symphony of the 
Thousands”, “A Survivor of Warsaw” 
fascinate people over and over. 
 
The music has been performed and listened 
to a thousand times but the stories behind 
the dedications of these works are mostly 
unknown although there is much to 
discover: Anger, Love, Passion or blank 
shortage of money - they often have a 
unimagined exciting background. 
 
Ursula Schneewind writes in a simple and 
literary style about eight world famous 
composers as Bach, Mozart, Beethoven or 
Schubert, giving biographical information. 
 


